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Being here at WCEC the past two years
has given me great appreciation for what
God has accomplished through our church
family over the past forty years. When | was
considering the call to WCEC as the English
pastor | was excited and glad to hear that
WCEC had planted two other churches who
are vibrant and growing. | was also glad that
WCEC had a heart for missions both foreign
and local. | remember my first Christmas eve
service two years ago when my wife and | sat
in awe as we listened to a beautiful, God
honoring music presentation. Driving home
that evening we were glad and blessed that
God had led us to a church with a heart for
Godly worship.

We are also glad that God laid it on the
hearts of our elders many years ago to begin
an English Ministry and that people like
Michael and Wendy Battalora have
continued to carry out that vision. | am glad
for the six pastors who have gone before me
and how God has used them to build the
English Ministry over the past years. As an
English Ministry we should be glad that 5
years ago God sent a young couple with a
heart for God and developing teens. Daniel
and Lacey Godsave have been such a
blessing to the parents and teens of WCEC in
setting a pattern for teens to grow and serve
God for His kingdom. We are also glad at
WCEC that God has given us Ching-Lie who
has developed a children’s ministry that
reaches boys and girls with the gospel of

The Lord has done great things

for us; We are glad.
Psalms 126:3

Pastor Richard Vaughn
English Ministry Pastor

Christ and trains them to serve Him. | am also
glad and privileged to work alongside Pastor
Lu who has been given a gift and heart to
proclaim God’s Word faithfully. The English
Ministry of WCEC is blessed with members
who use their gifts and talents to serve God
in a variety of ways. We have gifted
musicians, we have talented media
individuals who make our live-streaming
possible, we have skillful teachers who
proclaim God’s Word each week and a host
of people with a heart to serve God
whenever needed. All these dedicated
servants of God make the heart of a pastor
glad and thankful. The English Ministry is
also glad for a beautiful English Chapel and
fellowship which is part of our new building.

As WCEC celebrates 40 years of the Lord
doing great things for us it has not been
without its difficulties and trials and
especially the year of 2020. The year brought
Coronavirus and many challenges to the way
we do ministry. | am glad that God has given
us a leadership team which has met those
difficulties with a spirit of change and
determination to continue moving forward
for the Lord.

In Ephesians 4:4-11 we are told to be
glad in the Lord at all times: again | say, be
glad. | believe WCEC is a church family of
blessed and glad people. The Lord has done
great things for WCEC over the past forty
years and will continue to do great things in
our future and for this: We are Glad. 3



Five Years Later:

My Testimony of Being Called by God to WCEC

Pastor Daniel Godsave
Youth Director of WCEC

Some of you who will be reading this have
heard my story, some of you have not. The
following is a brief refresher (more details
below). | was raised in Tennessee. In high
school, | felt called into ministry. | pursued
that calling at Moody Bible Institute in
Chicago. After finishing school, | moved to
Oregon to pursue my now wife, Lacey. Over
a year after that, | found myself two months
into serving full time at a Chinese American
Church in Delaware. That was five years ago.

There are a few things remarkable about
my story. First, | find myself fortunate | have
already had a taste of living in every major
geographical area of the US. Second,
growing up in the US, Delaware is one of
those small east coast states which most
Americans (hopefully) know exist but only
know of it as one of the small insignificant
states somewhere on the East Coast. No
offense, | now love Delaware, but it was
honestly one of the last places on the planet
I imagined myself moving to. Finally, growing
up in a predominately white town in the
South, with my primary exposure to Chinese
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culture and people being the local Chinese
buffet, one simply does not imagine they will
one day be a youth minister at a Chinese
church. But here | was and here | am still. In
this article, | hope to give the reader a
glimpse into how God led me to this church
and all the ways | am thankful that he did.

Since high school, | had felt God was
calling me into cross-cultural ministry. My
brother, Keith, (some of you have met him,
he’s a missionary in Uruguay whom the
church now supports) preceded me in
ministry. Watching him become a missionary
and bringing the gospel to the people he
served sparked in me a desire to do the same.
God grew that desire until by my senior year,
| was sure that’s what he was calling me to
do. For a long time | assumed that | would
become an overseas missionary like my
brother. So | applied and was accepted to
Moody, graduated with a BA, then an MA.
During that time | met the woman | would
marry, Lacey. Upon graduating from Moody,
| had looked into various opportunities, but
had not settled on anything. So being a
young guy with nothing to hold him back, |
moved to Lacey’s hometown of Bend,
Oregon. Bend is a beautiful small city
surrounded by mountains. For a vyear, |
worked part time jobs, and enjoyed dating
Lacey in the best outdoor environment on
the planet. Eventually, | asked Lacey to
marry me. Then | realized something. | really
needed a better job.



Initially, | had planned to pursue a church
planting internship in Australia. When this
fell through, | served locally as a volunteer in
a church, as a youth ministry coworker and
also as a leader of a young adult small group.
But when | got engaged, | knew | needed to

find a full time ministry that was more stable.

So I started applying for jobs. First in Oregon,
then Idaho, then Colorado, etc., going
farther and farther east until | had applied to
positions in over 30 churches from Oregon to
Massachusetts. Among those was this
Chinese American church in
Delaware. People often ask me when | tell
them where | serve, what brought you to
that church? The honest, sometimes
embarrassing answer is, | found it on a
website while living on the opposite side of
the country. | sent in my resume, then sent
more information, then had a video
interview, then to my surprise, immediately
landed an in-person weekend interview,
then got hired, all in the course of a couple
of months. But | do not believe for a moment
that my coming to WCEC was a blind
accident. God led me here. And looking back,
I am incredibly thankful he did.

When | came in 2015, | must confess the
first year was really hard. | was living in a new
environment, in a culture very different from
my own, and figuring out what it means to
direct a ministry full time for the first time in
my life. | was very inexperienced overall.
There were certainly times | wondered if
God had really called me here. In the end, it
was not my skill set or comfortability level
that kept me at this church. It was the
relationships | formed with the youth.
Whenever anyone has ever asked me what |
like most about where | serve, | without
hesitation answer, the youth! | have never
met a more wonderful group of talented,
smart, fun and committed young people.
Not in 2015, and not now in 2020. From the

moment | got here, the youth welcomed me
with open arms. When Lacey joined in early
2016, they instantly included her as well.
They made it very easy for me and Lacey to
serve them and grow along with them.

A year in, and | really started to ground
myself in this ministry when | went on my
first mission trips. First to Advent Taiwan in
July 2016, then on my first Work Camp in
August 2016. Advent Taiwan 2016 was truly
an amazing experience. | spent 3 weeks with
close to 20 youth and team moms. If you
want to get to know students, spending 3
weeks with them in close quarters working
long hours planning and teaching lessons
while also exploring Taiwan, is a great way to
do so! | followed this trip up almost
immediately with my first work camp. In
some ways, my first work camp was more
impactful than my first Advent Taiwan.
Instead of spending weeks with over a dozen
students, | was spending one week of
focused time with 5 boys. During that week
we had tons of fun together, had deep and
meaningful conversations and learned more
about God and ourselves. In part because of
that trip, these are students | know well.
Each of these boys would become leaders in
the youth group. Some are still key leaders in
our church as | write this. Future Work
Camps, Project Brother Loves, and Advent
Taiwans would go on to become key
moments in the lives of our youth and in my
own growth and journey at WCEC.




Another key event to my journey and the
journey of the youth has been our retreats.
Youth Winter Retreats and Spring Church
retreats have served as catalysts for spiritual
renewal. The Spring Retreat of 2017 in
particular was a turning point for our youth
group. The spiritual health of our youth
group has not always been a straight line. In
2015 and 2016, many (certainly not all) of
the youth were not crazy about their
relationship with God. During times of
musical worship, | often recall more people
talking than singing. Then came the Church
retreat of 2017.

On the final night of the retreat, as we do
every retreat, we had a time of open sharing.
| recall the format of this clearly. The youth
were sitting in a large circle. Some adults
were also there on the outside of the circle.
| had asked a few of the older students to
share ahead of time. Otherwise | left it open
to anyone to share. After a moment of
silence, one of the students | had asked to
share spoke up. What he shared deeply
saddened and troubled everyone in the
room. He confessed that he had experienced
thoughts of suicide previously that year
which he nearly acted on. When the room
had somewhat recovered from the initial
shock of hearing this and the grief that
followed to know one of their dear friends
nearly ended their life, the rest of the youth
cascaded into open sharing. Some confessed
sin. Others shared how they were bullied at
school. Others shared how hard it was to live
under extreme academic pressure from
parents. Eventually the youth broke into
small groups to pray for each other. When it
came time for the sharing to end and to go
upstairs for snacks, they did not want to
leave. They wanted instead to stay and
worship with each other.

God worked miracles that night! That
student who confessed thoughts of suicide
went on to become one of the most
influential leaders we have had in our church
and youth group. Students like him changed
the atmosphere of worship and vulnerability
at WCEC Youth Group. | shudder to think
what would be different if he had listened to
those thoughts of suicide from the enemy.
Thankfully, God had far better plans. That
night resulted not only in revival among the
youth, but the parents as well. Many parents
were driven to have the necessary but hard
conversations with their youth. Parents
were humbled to seek Christ as much as
their kids. This led to annual parent nights,
where we come together every summer as
parents and students and ask open and
honest questions to each other and learn
from one another.

This would not be the last retreat like this.
In fact, this set a precedent for nearly every
retreat since then. At every youth winter
retreat and church retreat alike, students
have openly shared their problems and
grown out of them! They came to realize
that their identity was not in their academics.
It was not in becoming an engineer, doctor
or lawyer. It was not in their successes. It was
not in their failures. It was not in their
inability to meet expectations. It was not
even in pleasing their parents. Instead, their
identity was in Christ (Galatians 2:20)! When
they embraced that, when their parents
embraced that, change began to happen.
And it began to happen in me as well.




Before coming to WCEC, | had often
struggled with the label that | was stupid or
slow. Truth is I’'m not stupid, but | have
struggled with my ability to focus and was
very sheltered growing up. But | had often
concluded when someone made fun of me,
that | was stupid and that thought consumed
my identity. When | began to see the youth
under my pastoral care embrace their
identity in Christ, | could not help but be
changed as well in my own identity. You see,
following Christ is not just about a one-time

event of praying a prayer and being baptized.

Following Christ means embracing a lifetime
of claiming an identity that is grounded in
Christ and becoming like him every day. The
youth were embracing this. And because of
them, so was I.

And so the journey at WCEC continued.
New leaders rose up, graduated to new
adventures, younger students rose up to
take their place. Still Lacey and | had the
pleasure of getting to know students as they
grew physically and spiritually and not only
teaching them but having them teach us. As
time went on, more and more youth invited
their friends. Attitudes changed from not
just inviting Christian Asian friends to also
bringing their non-Asian friends and non-
Chinese friends. At various times, we have
had Caucasian, Korean and Indian students
join our youth fellowship guided in Christ.
Our youth group grew numerically and
spiritually. We said goodbye to senior classes
and those students went on to lead in

e .24
Serving with students and parents at
Sunday Breakfast Mission, October 10*", 2020.

college fellowships and churches throughout
the country. To my joy, some of those
college students went to UD and a new trend
started. Because to truly invest in the long
term spiritual health of WCEC, some
students have embraced a call to stay
around and continue to serve their peers.

Then COVID happened and ministry itself
changed dramatically. We moved to online
Youth Group. Since the shutdown, sadly
some students stopped coming and have yet
to return. Others have returned and
thankfully most did not leave but stuck with
it. Because they realized their relationship
with God is not dependent upon their
friends or flashy programs, but upon their
love of Christ and identity in him. Not only
that, but they have continued to invite their
friends and new youth have been joining the
past few weeks. Thankfully, we are now back
to partial in-person youth meetings. The
next year, 2021, the 40™ anniversary of
WCEC, has its share of uncertainties. But |
have no doubt God will continue to do great
things in the lives of our youth.

There is much more | could say about the
last five years. God has worked so much and
accomplished great things. But as | reflect on
my time here, although it has certainly not
been without its struggles, | am eternally
grateful God called me here. | am grateful
because | have had the pleasure of being
used by God to impact the youth of WCEC.
And more so, God has used the youth of this
church to impact Lacey and me. Regardless
of what happens next, | am certain God has
much more great things planned for these
youth. And I am incredibly happy God led me
here to be a part of those great things. 8

Date: October 13, 2020




| am eternally thankful for the vision the
Lord gave to the people before me, to see the
need for and start a Children’s Ministry that
guides children into being faithful teenagers
and wonderful adults. Over the past 40 years,
God has supported this work, and volunteers
have kept the program alive.

Years before | even arrived, the Lord
prepared me to take on this ministry. When
living in Pennsylvania, | became familiar with
the AWANA program my kids were attending.
But | never imagined | would be leading it
someday. Nor could | have imagined the
amount of work it takes to run a children’s
ministry. If the Lord had not done something
in my life then, and put people in my path to
help me along the way, | could never have
led this program. | would have been lost.
Thank you, first and foremost, to the good
Lord.

Thank you to sister Pialan Shi, the
children’s deacon before me who supported
me in my very first days of leading the
ministry. This is a challenging ministry. One
that requires constant preparation, planning,
and effort. It would never have been possible
to do by myself. Thank you to Yuan Yunging,
Yuna Wilson, Wei Lai, and Jing Chen, who
have continued to make that vision a reality.
| am so grateful for them.

Over the 6 years I've worked here, the
Lord has always given me resources beyond
my expectations. Even when | thought it was
impossible to succeed with an event, the
Lord provided. For example, we lost six
volunteers at the same time COVID-19
began affecting us, and | thought we would

Onless the Lord

“Unless the Lord builds the house, its builders labor in vain.
Unless the Lord watches over the city, the watchmen stand guard in vain. . .

Ching-Lie Fritz
Children Director of WCEC

Sons are a heritage from the Lord, children a reward from him.”

Psalm 127:1, 3

no longer be able to continue our ministry.
But when we moved online, | realized we had
exactly who we needed to reach the kids
over Zoom. Every year, we struggle with
finding volunteers for Sunday School, but
every year, a new group of people step in
willing to teach. Previous volunteers are
always ready to come back when we need
them, and that’s always been amazing to me.
I’'m always waiting for the Lord. | trust him to
open doors for us. The foundation has to
come from the Lord. That’s my principle.

Thank you to those volunteers. Your
work has a profound impact on our church,
and our children’s futures.

When | took over AWANA, | had no one
to figure it out with me. It had been operating
for years at WCEC, but it was new to me. For
Sunday School, | had Pialan, but | struggled
to lead this new area on my own. From the
beginning, AWANA leaders stepped in to
help me. They were humble and kind to
follow me even when | was still learning, and
were always patient to show me how to
handle things. If they would have criticized
me, | would have been miserable. Instead,
they taught me everything | know. They gave
me the major support needed to make the
AWANA ministry happen, and always asked
for and trusted my decisions. AWANA is so
unique, and I’'m thrilled with everything we’ve
accomplished there.

Thank you to Reverend Paul Lu, Elder
Hsiang Shih, and Elder Jensen Dung. In the
beginning of my ministry, they always had
words of encouragement for me, and were
happy to help in everything. They always



asked How are you? What do you need?
What can | do? The Lord’s grace and love
shone through them.

Thank you to Pastor Vaughn, who has
been a mentor to me the past 2 years. He
was someone | could really relate to, who
knew about the children’s ministry and could
directly help. He was always on my side,
utilizing his particular knowledge whenever |
had a problem. | never felt alone knowing |
had his support. | truly look up to him and
appreciate the great wisdom and advice he
has given me to further develop the ministry.

All of us, together, have accomplished
fantastic new things this year, and over the
past 6 years.

My favorite event is always VBS. The
energy is palpable: excited voices and
laughter everywhere, and people sharing
their love and passion with each other. | love
seeing the volunteers and kids together,
having fun and building relationships. It feels
like the culmination of everything we're trying
to do. With the kitchen team, teachers,
everyone here and working together in
harmony. Kids coming from outside the
church to take part, the youth group banding
together to make things fun, parents
volunteering their time to support the next
generation. For those 5 days, we are one big
family. Thank you for investing in them with
me to share God’s love to the next
generation.

COVID-19 brought a new set of
challenges, and I'm disappointed that we
can’t have regular VBS and other events.
However, | am so happy that God has given
the desire to host VBS at home to ten
different houses. To carry on even though
we’re apart, to continue to build bonds in our
community and with the Lord. It's a very
different and unexpected situation, but we
have handled it well. | hope that soon in the
future we can be together again.

Since | joined the ministry, we have
started new ftraditions. Our kids have
participated in Operation Christmas Child,
sending shoeboxes gifts to children in need.
All over the world, these qgift-filled boxes
become tools for local Churches to share
God’s love and the Gospel of Jesus Christ.
Since 2016, WCEC has also become a drop-
off location for our community. We are
grateful to be a part of this global mission.

The Philadelphia project for pre-teens
brings them to the city for the weekend to do
community service. I'm so happy that the
Lord has given us the opportunity to reach
out to the community and give back. Through
this ministry we have served the homeless.
We passed out meals, and were met with
overwhelming gratitude. People who cried,
who spoke of the kindness of our children,
and who we were able to touch with the
Gospel.

Going to the nursing home across the
street is another new tradition, where we sing
Christmas carols and put on our plays. We've
taken the kids to work in a food bank a couple
of times, and | look forward to doing much
more work and ministry in our community in
the future. In the past, we’ve been focused
on AWANA and Sunday School, but | want
us to build more bridges. It is the church’s
mission to go out into the world and help
people, change lives, do good, and | want to
raise our kids to take that mission into their
hearts. Not only strengthening the foundation
by teaching our kids to know and love the
Lord, but strengthening their desire to serve
the Lord by helping other people.

AWANA teaches to know, love, and
serve, but we haven'’t been serving enough.
| look forward to the Lord opening doors for
us to reach out to more kids. | look forward to
growing the love our kids have for the world.
I look forward to continuing to serve our kids,
church, community, and Lord. ¢8



g

Reflect & Recharge -- Walking Down
Memory Lane 2005 to 2020

Wendy Battalora

We Started Out in the Children’s Department

When my family first visited WCEC, our little
2-year-old son was terrified of beingleft with
Mrs. Fung in the nursery (where Ching-lie’s
office is now). Mrs. Fung is no longer in the
nursery. The 2-year-old is now a high school
senior. And even the church nursery has
relocated to a building that did not exist back
then.

The children’s ministry was what drew my
family to WCEC. It had a very rigorous
program, with Friday night AWANA for 2
hours and Sunday morning Sunday school,
choir, and worship service from 9:30AM to
12:15PM. WCEC, however, was less of a
place for families to do church together. It
was not unusual to see a child in Cubbies
falling asleep on a Friday night.

Through the church, | learned about the
Chinese School of Delaware. My family of
non-Mandarin speakers joined CSD, and so
our Sunday afternoons were tied up for

T

another 2.5 hours. Later | found out that
some church kids go for 2.75 hours of church
program in the morning, 2.5 hours of
Chinese school in the afternoon, and still had
to do Math Plus and Chinese folk dance or
yo-yo or dragon dance. | was astounded and
thought, “Wow, these Chinese kids live a
very scripted life!” | am sure that those kids
still had to practice piano or violin and do
homework when they got home.

In our early years, WCEC hosted the most
spectacular VBS in all of our memory.
Jerusalem  Marketplace  (2005) and
Bethlehem Village (2006) were definite
winners. The entire basement classrooms,
hallways, and staircase were transformed
into custom hand-crafted wall coverings and
decorations to create the make-believe
world of ancient Israel. There was not a
piece of plastic wall wrapping or publishing-
house printed poster. ALL the kids and
adults were dressed head to toe in costumes




of their own making. For some years VBS
was held during weekday evenings in order
to accommodate the adult participants.

| can’t talk about the Children’s ministry
without mentioning Showguei Yeh. As the
children’s ministry deacon, Showguei ran
both the Friday night AWANA and the
Sunday school children’'s program. There
was no children’s ministry staff. She was
always smiling and deflected all praise off of
herself. | remember that at one church
retreat at Elizabethtown College, she packed
her minivan with so much stuff — “just in
case” some child needed this or that.

Showguei drafted me to do the Children’s
Worship, which used to meet from 11:15AM
to 12:15AM. Showguei wanted the teachers
to commit to the entire school year from
September to June. But none of us could
match her zeal because it would mean giving
up adult worship services or Sunday school
for such a long period. So we bargained for
two teams of two teachers. One team did the
Spring and Fall, and the other team took
Winter and Summer. Two teachers made up
each team to take care of 25-30 3rd-6th
graders. My “partners-in-crime” included
Luoyi, Sandy Englehart, Hsiaoju Wang,
Yingxia Chen, Yuna Wilson, and others.
Leishu Wu and Ying Liu were in the other
team.

BT

7. To control the children’s distractions from

interacting with their buddies, we had a seat
assignment system. Each child drew a seat
ticket from a bag, and that would be his/her
official seat for the day. Theoretically that
was what’s supposed to happen. But usually
the children beat the system by trading their
seat tickets so that they could sit near their
own buddies. And somehow every year, the
6th grade girls always ended up on the back
row. | think that they were trying to distance
themselves from the less mature specimens
in the room.

My one contribution to the Children’s
Worship was handing over the role of
leading praise from the teachers to the kids.
The first batch of kids to take on the role was
Shing-shing Cao, Allison Hsu, and Pastor
Yeh’s girls. Later, Pearl Battalora, Allen &
Arlo Shen, and Kristen Chou took over. The
most memorable team for me was the Kelly-
Lucy Wang, Rebecca Yang, and Helen Li
troupe. But all of them were great with
getting the class to move, and it was much
more fun than if the adults were leading the
singing and dancing. The full-body singing
during the children’s worship was what made
me really love this part of church. The energy
and the enthusiasm from such high active
body motion was something very few adults
in the whole church experienced. King David
would have approved.
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Every season the children’s worship
teachers would get a fresh box of curriculum
material by Group Publishing. If truth be told,
| initially did not like the songs in the CD
because | was unfamiliar with them. But in
time we all grew very fond of them. Every
Sunday the list of songs were specified by
the curriculum. Even in 2015 we were still
using the song lyrics printed on plastic
transparencies. My favorite songs included
“Brotherly Love”, “Rejoice in the Lord
Always”, “Love the Lord your God with all
your heart”, “Genesis 1:1”, and “He Cares for
You”. These songs are from the albums from
2012 and 2015. The most regular “staff” in
charge of the transparencies were Leo
Battalora, Dennis Chu, and Brian Pan.

The box of worship material had the
message/sermon completely scripted with
exactly what the teacher and the children
would say. The box also had some props or
object lesson materials. My favorite part was
having complete freedom to use the material
however | liked. The creativity to redesign
the message was what | loved about
teaching. And on a very rare occasion, all
thirty children suspended their fidgeting and
whispering and fixed all thirty pairs of eyes
on me while | was speaking. Those moments
were the heaven-come-down-to-the-church-
basement experience burned into my
memory.

At 12:15PM, The children in the children’s
worship were all ready to bolt out of the room
to go to lunch and to enjoy what little bit of
*free time* they had. There was only a short
period of time in which the parents were
required to come check out their 3rd-6th
graders. The practice was quickly
abandoned.

Children’s Worship in the old format came to
an end in 2015. Since then, the children’s
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worship moved to the first hour on Sundays
at 9:30AM and included all from kindergarten
through 6th grade. This coincided with the
start of Ching-lieFritz’s tenure as children’s
ministry staff. It also ended my decade stint
with the children.

Most churches have AWANA clubs on
Wednesday evening. Showguei Yeh drafted
my husband, Michael, to do AWANA. | was
not involved with AWANA and was always
relieved when everybody cleared out of the
house on Friday nights. My contribution to
the AWANA operation consisted of tapping
Forrester Wilson to take over the role of
game master from Feng-ji Yeh.

Some of the most troublesome kids in the
church became my favorite people. In the
messages | gave on Sunday mornings, |
would sometimes tell the kids that they will
be the future deacons, elders, teachers, and
pastors of churches. We are all work-in-
progress.

Because the Sunday church lunch and the
Friday night AWANA both use the fellowship
hall, the tables and chairs must be set up and
put away every week. It used to be that after
the Sunday lunch, the tables and chairs
would stay until Friday afternoon. Then the
Yeh family would pack them away as they
prepared for AWANA meetings. Later on the
UD student fellowship took care of tearing
down the lunch setup on Sundays. For as
long as | remember, the youth group has
always been in charge of setting up the
tables and chairs on Sundays after the
English worship service.

e




Growing Older with My Children
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The Friday Night Youth Group used to meet
in the cavernous main sanctuary. The youth
would be allowed to sit only on the center-
left section of the pews for large group
teaching. Then the small groups would break
out to different “rooms”: pastor’s office, front
lobby, and sanctuary stage, sanctuary rear
— wherever the youth can sprawl out and be
in whatever body position they want to be
after a long week of school. It was always
difficult to round up the small groups back for
the closing. We always ran late, and the
parents were always made to wait for us to
finish. It's not unusual to run close to 10pm.
The parents never complained because they
either believed that the youth were rubbing
on more holiness or that the parents
themselves were still preoccupied with
chatting among themselves.

The parents who helped out in the youth
group usually sat in the last rows of the pews
in the sanctuary. We would pray while the
youth were doing game time. | remember
praying with Weihaw Wang, Joe Chou, and
Hsiaoju Wang in the room that is now Pastor
Vaughn’s office. Hsiaoju (Grace) usually
delivered the longest and most eloquent
prayers. Serving in the children’s and youth
ministries put me in contact with people in
the Chinese congregation.

| remember several youth deacons in my
time with the youth ministry: John Lin,
Jingkun Li, Joe Chou, Pialan Wu, Haigiang
Chen, and now Gang Situ. We worked with
Pastor Bill Englehart, Pastor Brian Coday,
and Minister Daniel Godsave.

Year 2000 was the Year of the Dragon.
Many families, including mine, produced
babies in that year. When these little
dragons were promoted to the youth group
in 7th grade, they presented quite a
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challenge. Usually the incoming 7th graders
would be absorbed into different small
groups for the Friday night meetings. But
because there were so many of them and
because they were ... well, walking and
breathing dragons..., no small group wanted
to absorb these newcomers. So for the first
time in youth group history, a special small
group was created for just the 7th and 8th
grade boys. This group was managed by
Pastor Brian and Joe Chou. All the other
small groups were led by a high school
senior or junior. The good that came out of
the chaos was a special bond among those
boys: Alex Ye, Alex Cui, Leo Battalora,
Eddie Huang, Michael Chen, Harry Wang,
Jonathan Zhang, etc. When this class
graduated from high school, they
represented a body of 17 students and left
quite a large hole in the youth group. As with
all things, life moved on.

The youth group game time was started by
Pastor Brian. It’s still an integral partof the
Friday Night Youth Group. Joyce Li was the
first game leader for the YG.

Working in the media room has always been
the coveted position for the youth, especially
for the boys. It gave them a legitimate place
to participate in worship services without
having to be seen or supervised by adults.
Consequently there were some activities
among the dedicated members of the
English ministry media team that did not
always correspond to what the Chinese
ministry media team might consider to be
essential work. Ahem. Jimmy Yeh was the
first one that | noticed working in the media
room high above the sanctuary. Manning the
media room operation was literally part of the
rites of passage for generations of boys after
him. In 2016 the English service was moved




to the green chapel in the West Wing. And
the media room became a media “table” with
zero privacy. In 2020 the covid19 pandemic
cemented the age of YouTube live-
streaming for our worship services. With the
staple of Dwight Effinger and John Yaschur,
the median age of the media team suddenly
climbed way above the mid-teens.

. An indispensable part of the youth group is

the summer workcamps. My 2004 Toyota
Sienna has been the pack mule for most of
the youth workcamps since 2014 to the New
York Catskills. On that trip, Leo Battalora,

Elena Hu, and | were part of a crew with two
other Korean church middle school teams.
Before we could paint the house, we had to
haul away all the trash and recyclables from
the homeowner’s lawn. Her kitchen ceiling
had a large gaping hole into the attic, and the
house smelled of dog urine. Workcamps
opened our eyes to how some Americans
live. Our inconsequential property
improvement made our homeowner happy,
and all the middle school workers were crazy
caring to one another. | will make sure that
my Sienna will continue to serve God after it
leaves my possession.
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The New West Wing

23. The English adult Sunday school used to  24. The commission of the West Wing gave me

100

meet in a trailer where the new West Wing
building now stands. The trailer was a
property of the Tall Oaks School which held
classes in the basement classrooms as well
as in the trailer classrooms. When Tall Oaks
relocated to Bear, the trailer was removed.
Years later, the church board actually briefly
considered setting up another trailer building
to accommodate the need for classrooms.
But in the end, the church approved and built
the current West Wing. Good move!

the opportunity to join the Building
Committee and later the Interior Design
Committee. Being part of the Building
Committee gave me yet more connection
with the people in the Chinese congregation.
| was always very astounded at how good
those committee members were at 1) &
(doing math calculations in the head).
Andrew Shen, Rich Shiau, and Ben Hsu
were the people | remember the most. Most
people in the English congregation do not
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. On one of my

know that Andrew Shen, our resident civil
engineer, drew up the architectural plan for
both the main building (1990) as well as the
West Wing (2016).

Being afflicted with a fascination for how
things are put together, several times a week
I would go by to check on the construction as
the building was going up. Oftentimes |
would see Pastor Paul Lu there as he had a
past career as an architect. Anyways, when
the drywall was being put up, | was quite
horrified that the walls of the chapel were not
going to be a simple surface but have
various protrusions from the framing
required to go around the support structure.
It turns out that almost nobody notices the
various protrusions on the wall near the
ceiling.

trips to see the
construction, |
talked with the
painter. He told
me that once
upon a time he
was a student
in the Tall Oak
School when it was still meeting in the
basement classrooms at WCEC.

Keheng Xie Dripps, a new sister in our
church at the time, helped pick out the
bathroom tiles, grout color, bathroom stall
divider color, and all the paint color for every
room except the new choir room. Our church
is blessed with many terrific human
resources!

The finishing touches to decorate the new
West Wing were mostly done by me,
Keheng, and Susane Magness, a
realtor/decorator staging homes for sale.
Susane and | went to Home Goods and
picked out wall hangings and put them up on

. “Aunt”

the walls. Later | added Bible verses to go
with the various wall art that inspired me.
Working with Susane and Keheng opened
my eyes to how physical spaces are put
together coherently. Keheng helped with
picking out the kitchen cabinets and tables
and chairs. In furnishing the new building, |
had the biggest shopping spree of my life:
the solar shades in the building, book cases,
wall art pieces, all the chairs and tables.
Haigiang Chen, Michael Battalora,
Marriah/David Ma, Forester Wilson, and
others did the bulk of the assembling of the
chairs in the chapel.

Ruth Liu, a.k.a. James Liu's
grandmother, decorated the Evergreen
Room. | admired her sense of aesthetics
very much. Many in the English ministry do
not know this trivia: The two
windows behind the stage
beige curtains were
unnecessary in hindsight.
After | purchased the beige
curtains to cover up the
windows, | realized that the
curtains were too long. |
then asked Ruth Liu to
shorten the curtains. That
was a non-trivial contribution as the curtains
were black-out curtains and were very heavy
at their length. In 2020 Aunt Ruth made
many cloth face masks for our church. | took
a couple, and they are by far my favorite face
masks.

. Marriah and David Ma, Dwight Effinger, and

| worked on putting together the ceiling
projector, hanging the beige curtains, and
assembling the podium and communion
table. The podium and the communion table
in the green chapel were contributed by the
late Elder Huang’s wife in memory of her
husband. Elder Huang was Tony Huang'’s
father.
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About The English Ministry Adults

31. The adult English ministry certainly changed

over time. During Pastor Bill's time, a group
of adults met weekly for Sunday school in the
trailer and monthly for Saturday evening
fellowship in private homes. EMF (English
ministry fellowship) met at various people’s
houses, including Jenna Ngian and Samuel
Tay’s home, Emil and Helen Shen’s home,
the Englehart's home, and the Battalora’'s
home. Other regulars included Amy Chang,
the Gilberts, the Fungs, and Bunny Chang /
Ferdi Kouemeni.

32. English Ministry deacons during my time at

WCEC have been Emil Shen, Greg Gilbert,
Roger Fung, Michael Battalora (2010-2016),
and Wendy Battalora (2016-2020). Li Ang
Chen will be taking over my post after | retire
at the end of 2020.

33. The current set of English ministry adults

started meeting for Sunday school around
2012. Rightnow media has been the staple
for our Sunday school curriculum. Our
classes are usually moderated by Dwight
Effinger. We had grown in attendance so
much that we started using the West Wing
pink lounge even before the official building
permit was granted.

. The Cross Cultural Couples Fellowship was

inaugurated in June 2010 at the home of
Yingwei and Pialan Shi and was guided by
Pastor Peter Wu. Some of the original
members who still are members are the
Effingers, the Battaloras, and the Haughtons.
CCCF usually meets in the homes of the
Lempers, Haughtons, and Battaloras. A day
beach trip is wusually standard in the
summers, and Yuna Wilson has organized
many camping trips for the group.




UrbanPromise and Bridging WCEC to Local Missions

35. “To forge a purposeful and vibrant church Hie ;

I z %
that bridges Asian American Christians to Ugbwffwe
the .Iocal gommunity trl’r:ough trr:leaEningI;.fur: e EaE m ‘Em@ﬁlﬁ{ hgggclpaclﬁy /ﬁ\
service and engagement” was the Englis With your
ministry mission statement approved by the URBANPRQM:([DSE Wh?Fe eant
Elder & Deacon Board in August of 2017, WILMINGTON Reconcile g
and | am glad to have a hand in crafting the - owﬁﬁ?hip
statement along with Marriah and others. Day, our church is also the only speak life *!'
What many current members do not know is group that, with very few L=
that WCEC used to be called “Wilmington exceptions, consistently sends workers

Chinese Evangelical Church,” and in 2000
“Chinese” was changed to “Community”. But
how can WCEC be a community church?
The DNA of the church has not changed
much. Rare have been the ones who joined
WCEC without having some Chinese
heritage or without marrying someone with
Chinese ancestry. With this mission
statement, instead of expecting the
“‘community” to come join our church, our
church went out into our local “community”.
Currently we are active partners with the
UrbanPromise School, Food Bank of
Delaware, and Sunday Breakfast Mission.

. Nov. 4, 2017 was the first time our church
started volunteering our time on Saturday
mornings at the UrbanPromise PowerUp
Day, and we had about 30 participants. Even
though we never again sent that many
volunteers at once on any single PowerUp

37.

every month to help with their mailing,
cleaning, yard work, and organizing donated
books and “stuff’. WCEC can be very proud
of that.

| have learned that cleaning the toilets is not
our church’s favorite way to serve the
UrbanPromise School. The simple reason is
that in China and Taiwan, students do the
janitorial work. Should the students in
America do the janitorial work at their own
school? Having cleaned latrines in my
elementary school in Taiwan, | definitely
would agree with this way of having students
take ownership. How about at our church?

. Speaking of taking ownership, | am most

impressed with Urban Promise’s method of
cultivating the winning culture ofHigh Five. It
is amazing to me to hear the children calling
out each other for exemplifying these five
character traits.




The Least of These

39. The smallest half-life creatures have
upended our world in 2020. When our
church crosses the .
40th anniversary
milestone, covid19
most certainly will not
have faded into
oblivion. 2020 will be
remembered as the
year in which the
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unimaginable happened: worship
services held regularly in the fellowship
hall, Sunday in-person dropped
by 75%, and Sunday lunch
stopped being a regular fixture
of church life! Do not ever look
down on the small insignificant
creatures of our world!

Reflect & Recharge

40. For the last five in the early Spring, the beings doing the work. Not everything

English Ministry celebrated service
rendered from its many indispensable
coworkers and volunteers. We would eat
a good meal while we do the
remembering, reflecting, and recharging.
Writing this article for the 40th
anniversary edition Shower of Blessings
is a big walk back in time as | process
both digital photos and mental images.

Shower of blessings, according to my
understanding from this stage of my life,
comes from looking back and reflecting. If
truth were to be told, we are just human

went according to our ideal or to our plan.
Whether anything was initially viewed as
good or bad, as appreciated or
unnecessary, or accomplished with zeal
or foot-dragging, they take on different
values as time goes on. Life events
happened, but how we view them also
changed. We live and learn in the
laboratory of life that Our Father has put
us in. My big takeaway is this humble
word called humility. Until the Game is
over, don’t be too quick to call something
good or bad. Just give thanks in all
circumstances as  Apostle Paul
remonstrated. | will now
end this with one of my
favorite verses.

For now we see only a
reflection as in a mirror;
then we shall see face
to face. Now | know in
part; then | shall know
fully, even as | am fully

known. ¢z
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Li Ang Chen ‘ Lot Your gentleness be evident to all. The Lord is

near. Do not be anxious about anything, but in every

Situation, bg prayer and petition, with thanksgiving,

present Lour requests to God. And the peace of God, which

transcends all wunderstanding, will guard Your hearts

and your minds in Christ Jesus. (Philippians 4:5-%)

Our family joined WCEC at the 2013 Black Rock Retreat, invited by
Jennifer and Tony Chou. Since then, we have been blessed with a
beautiful journey in faith together with the church family. The boys,
Daniel and David, grew up in the Youth and Children’s ministry, and
became responsible and always willing to serve. Piano has run through
their lives, thanks to sister Jennifer, who taught them since they were
very little. Thanks to those lessons, music became a natural language,
so they could serve the church with their worship. We thank uncle Joe
for his dedication to Youth, bringing Daniel close to God, and the
AWANA co-workers who taught the word of God to David from his early
age. Special thanks to sisters Lei Shu and Yanny, who would always
tell me about David’s growth in God — Praise the Lord!

Memorial weekends were grafted in our hearts at the Blackrock retreat
— beautiful hikes, fresh morning air, warm campfire testimony, sweet
fellowship, delicious food! | still remember the first time our family
joined, we did not know many people. The sister across our room
welcomed us and took our sons for a walk, to allow Jay and | to join the
morning devotion. Their family joined ours for meals, giving us the
sense of belonging — that was Joy and the Situ’s, such a dedicated and
caring family. Later we met and had great fellowship with many many
caring brothers and sisters — Praise the Lord!

Summers became memorable with the Gentleness group, camping at
Cape Henlopen and trips to beautiful settings, such as the Finger Lakes.
We thank Grace and Joe Chou for their coordination on the first couple
of years, and sister Dan Jiang, our campsite neighbor, for welcoming
our family to our first ever camping trip! Tasting different style delicious
breakfasts, sharing the classic Saturday night hot pot, and gathering
under the trees for the Sunday service with elder Dong’s preaching.
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This gave us precious moments with the brothers and sisters. We also
enjoyed many cherishing times with the Gentleness group at
Thanksgiving and Christmas potlucks, and Saturday night bible studies.
Special thanks to sister Jane for passing along their boys’ clothes to
our boys - we will pass along to younger boys at church later! Praise
the Lord!

Christmas season was always busy with youth orchestra rehearsals,
community outreach at nursing homes, and Salvation Army “Ring-the-
Bell.” All this culminating in the celebration of Jesus’ birth at the
Christmas Eve service! Jennifer and Tony would pour their hearts into
the rehearsals, giving opportunity to all the youth at church to
participate, and hosting a special celebration for all seniors to make it
special for them! We also thank Paul Wu for his dedication to the youth
orchestra, coordinating all the busy work “behind the scenes” Such
lovely music ministry for the church and for Jesus — Praise the Lord!

2020 has been memorable in its own way as the year of the pandemic.
Our family came closer together during the long drawn quarantine!
Adjustment from the old routine to the new has had its ups and downs,
but the blessings have been more than we could count! The boys
learned to manage the hydroponic system built by Dad, and they
harvested beautiful tomatoes, cantaloupes and eggplants, and
experienced God’s provision. Our neighbors, sisters Eileen and Tao,
coordinated community grocery provisions, so that we did not have to
. go out too many times. Wendy and Michael Battalora hosted zoom calls
with around the world subjects and outdoors “socially-distanced” porch
gatherings, blessed with their beautiful lake view. Pastor Vaughn
continued to meet with Daniel, David, and Jay for some one-on-one
“brothers’ talk.” Dwight, John Yashur, and the media team ensured that
2 Sunday services were streamed flawlessly on YouTube. Lacey &
Daniel Godsave continued to care for all the youth by hosting
enthusiastic FNY meetings — zoom did not take away the spontaneous
fellowship amongst the youth! Special thanks to Situ and Paul Wu for
helping Jay with his job search — thanks to the stable job at DHSS, our
family has been navigating smoothly through the pandemic. Praise the

Lord!
2021 marks WCEC'’s 40th year anniversary — thanks to God for all the
_/i church families, thanks to the sisters and brothers for each one’s love,
- Y‘."‘{ dedication and care! So many beautiful memories, so many blessings, ) J
. ~ !‘ - so many lives and families touched by the Love of Christ, the Grace of /éf

God, and the presence of the Holy Spirit! Many more years to come, -
many more blessings to shower us — may we all continue to grow in
Faith and Fellowship. Praise the Lord! ¢s "
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